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The Commonwealth of Kentucky has one of the highest rates of dental disease in the 
United States.  According to the Centers for Disease Control, 59.8% of Kentucky 3rd graders 
have a history of dental caries and 34.6% have untreated caries.  This ultimately leads to a high 
proportion of adults with dental disease. (National Center for Chronic Disease Prevention and 
Health Promotion Ky State Oral Health Profile, 2013)  Indeed, 62% of Kentucky adults are 
missing six or more teeth.  In 2010, 22% of Kentuckians were eligible for Medicaid dental 
coverage.  (Kentucky Medicaid Statistics).  In addition, Governor Steve Beshear announced in 
May 2013, that Kentucky would expand Medicaid coverage to an additional 300,000+ people. 
(Hume, 2013)  Based on 2010 census data, this will bring the proportion of Kentuckians eligible 
for Medicaid coverage to 29%. 

To manage this burgeoning number of Medicaid recipients, Kentucky moved to a 
managed care system to deliver benefits in 2011.  It awarded contracts to three different for-
profit managed care organizations (MCO’s).  Since that time, health care providers and hospitals 
have had numerous problems with obtaining reimbursement and preauthorizations from the 
MCO’s.   In many instances, this has resulted in limited access to care for patients and financial 
strains for providers.   (Musgrave & Spears, 2012)  According to a recent report by the Kentucky 
state auditor, this has coincided with an 8% decrease in the number of health care providers 
accepting Medicaid. (Spears, 2013)  When our society conducted a polling of our membership, 
we found that 53% of our members accepting Medicaid had either reduced the number of 
Medicaid patients they see or stopped altogether.  90% responded that the delivery of benefits by 
MCO’s had negatively impacted access to care for Medicaid recipients in their community.  
(Kentucky Society of Oral & Maxillofacial Surgeons, 2013)  With 2582 licensed dentists, 
Kentucky has an abundance of fully-trained professionals.  The challenge is to encourage 
providers to participate with Medicaid.   

It is the position of the KSOMS that for-profit MCO’s have a primary interest of 
maximizing profit over the needs of beneficiaries and providers.  We believe that Kentucky 
would be best served by a single, non-profit administrator of Medicaid benefits.  We believe this 
would reduce the potential for waste on the part of the MCO.  Likewise, it would eliminate much 
of the confusion for beneficiaries and providers in dealing with multiple MCO’s.    

Kentucky is one of only 13 states that provide comprehensive dental coverage for adults. 
(American Dental Association, 2011)  While we advocate coverage for as broad a number of 
people as possible, we are also pragmatic about the realities of limited funding, an expanding 
base of Kentuckians eligible for Medicaid, and a diminishing pool of dentists willing to see 



Medicaid patients.  As such, we believe that the most at-risk of Kentucky’s citizens, children and 
the disabled, should be the beneficiaries of limited resources. 

By directing its resources to its most-vulnerable and implementing a single, non-profit 
administrator, Kentucky can increase reimbursements for those under 21 and the disabled.  This 
would attract more of the commonwealth’s many dentists to participate with Medicaid, 
increasing access to care for those most in need.  
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